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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temri adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to Gommunication(s) filed on 10/30/06 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) \3 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213., 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 1-31 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8)\3 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 
10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 22 January 2001 is/are: a)K accepted or h)\3 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing{s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 11 9 

12)^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)IEI All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the RCE and Amendment filed October 30, 2006. 

2. Claims 1-31 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 14, 21 and 28-31 are independent 
claims. In the instant Amendment, claims 1, 3-4, 14, 16-17, 21, 23-24, and 28-31 were amended. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. Claims 1-6, 14-19, 21-26 and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Humpleman et al. ("Humpleman", US 6,603,488 B2) in view of Centner (US 
5,796,404). 

As per claims 1-2, Humpleman teaches an information processing apparatus, comprising: 

a menu storage unit storing characteristic menu information including a plurality of 
commands corresponding to applications (fig. 8; col. 19, line 65 - col. 20, line 30; menu 
commands 712 corresponding to various control applications which are associated with the 
devices such as ''Dads TV and ''Jims DVD"); 

a menu window displaying a menu using the characteristic menu information stored in 
said menu storage unit when an application is activated (fig. 10; menu window 804 is displayed 
when the application associated with "Dads TV" device is selected/activated); and 

a menu development unit which discriminates an application that is activated and causes 
the menu window to display a menu corresponding to the discriminated application on a screen 
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using said characteristic menu information, and a menu execution unit executing a processing 
corresponding to a menu item selected from said menu, wherein if the application for which said 
menu information exists is being executed, the application is activated (figs. 8 and 10; col. 15, 
lines 30 - col. 16, line 7; control application for ''Dads TV" is selected/activated, and a 
corresponding menu 804 is displayed with various menu items such as ''Channel" and 
"Volume " which could be selected for processing). 

Humpleman does not each menu item in the menu to be composed of key codes serving 
as commands for the applications. However, the use of key codes in this manner is knovm in the 
art. For instance, Gentner teaches menu information composed of key codes serving as 
commands in applications (Abstract; fig. 3; col. 3, lines 39-54; alphanumeric keys serving as key 
codes/commands which are associated with menu items/objects). It would have been obvious to 
an artisan at the time of the invention to combine Centner's teaching with Humpleman' s menu 
information in order to provide yet another choice for initiating commands, particularly desirable 
for users suffering from physical limitations (Gentner; col. 3, line 65 col. 4, line 3). 

Claim 3 is similar in scope to claim 1, and is therefore rejected under similar rationale. 
Humpleman further teaches said displayed menu to allow selecting and activating at least one 
other of the plurality of applications (fig. 10; a plurality of applications 712 are available for 
selecting/activating while an application is already activated). 

Claims 4-5 are similar in scope to claim 3, and thus would be rejected under similar 
rationale. Humpleman further teaches said menu development unit to display a predetermined 
menu on the screen if there is no stored characteristic menu information corresponding to the at 
least one application, wherein said predetermined menu is a launcher menu for starting the 
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applications (fig. 8; predetermined menu 710 is displayed if none of the applications 712 is 
started). 

As per claim 6, Humpleman teaches the display of a menu 710 and a number of menu 
items 712 therein (fig. 8), but does not teach if a menu item is selected from said menu, the menu 
is deleted from the screen. Official Notice is taken that such a feature is well known in the art. It 
would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to combine such a feature with 
the teaching of Humpleman in order to increase screen display area for the display of the 
subsequent screen. 

Claims 14-18 are similar in scope to claims 1-5 respectively, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 19 and 26 are individually similar in scope to claim 6, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 

Claims 21-25 and 28 are similar in scope to claims 1-5 and 1 respectively, and are 
therefore rejected under similar rationale. 

Claims 29-31 are similar in scope to claims 1, 4 and 5 respectively, and are therefore 
rejected under similar rationale. 

5, Claims 7-13, 20 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Humpleman et al. ("Humpleman", US 6,603,488 B2) and Centner (US 5,796,404), and ftirther in 
view of Higuchi (JP-01 100620). 

As per claims 7, 12 and 13, Humpleman does not explicitly disclose an indication unit 
indicating display of said menu, and said menu development unit to discriminate the executing 
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application if an indication of said indication unit is detected, wherein said indication unit is 
provided in front of a keyboard; and wherein the processing apparatus comprises a cover on 
which a display is arranged, a main body on which said keyboard is arranged and a coupling 
section coupling the cover to the main body. However, all of these components/features when 
used in conjunction with a portable personal computer (PC) are known in the art. For instance, 
Higuchi teaches a portable computer having these components and features (fig. 1; page 1, last 
para. ~ page 2, first para.). It would have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention 
to equip Humpleman's apparatus with these components/features in order to provide portability 
as well as to allow users with compact/efficient means for making menu selections and for 
proper arrangements of the components on the computing device. 

As per claim 8-9, Higuchi teaches said indication unit to be a device consisting of a scroll 
up/down buttons for changing selection of the menu item from said menu and defined button for 
determining the selected menu item, wherein said defined button is operated to thereby indicate 
the display of said menu (fig. 1 ; keys 3-6 and 7). 

As per claims 10-1 1, all claimed features regarding the arrangement of the defined button 
as well as the scroll up/down buttons being a seesaw switch are well known in the art. It would 
have been obvious to an artisan at the time of the invention to include such features with 
Higuchi 's apparatus in order to provide convenient and efficient means for navigating through as 
well as selecting menu options. 

Claims 20 and 27 are individually similar in scope to claims 7, and are therefore rejected 
under similar rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 
6. Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended independent claims have been fully 
considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicants argued that the alphanumeric characters superimposed on graphic objects are 
not the same as "key codes serving as commands in applications," because Centner's 
alphanumeric keys merely provide an alternative manner of selecting items in the menu and are 
not linked to commands. 

The Examiner disagrees for the following reasons. While Centner's alphanumeric keys 
provide users with an alternative manner of selecting menu items, Centner's keys must also 
necessarily be associated/linked to the underlying commands in order for a successful activation 
of the keys to trigger the operation of the desired function (see Centner, particularly col. 3, lines 
42-45). Thus, it is clearly shown that Centner's keys are in effect "key codes serving as 
commands in applications." Furthermore, by disclosing at col. 3, lines 42-45, that "Depression 
of an alphanumeric key on the keyboard... causes an associated operation (procedure, 
application, etc.) to be launched," Centner shows that the keys are clearly "linked" to the 
commands. 

It is further noted that while Applicants alleged that Centner's alphanumeric keys (key 
codes) are not "linked" to commands, the claim language only requires for the key codes to be 
"serving" as commands for the application. 
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Inquires 

1. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sy Luu whose telephone number is (571) 272-4064. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 7:300 am to 4:00 pm (EST). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kristine Kincaid, can be reached on (571) 272-4063. 

The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
(571) 273-8300. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpubhshed 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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